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sunburst
The brief for this artwork was to create a ‘beacon’ that would become a 
landmark,  raise the profile of the Quay Arts centre and highlight to people  
where it was.  It was unveiled on 1st September 2004 and was commissioned 
by Arts Council England. 

Inspiration comes from everywhere and it was whilst reading to her young 
son that Sue was inspired by illustrator Eric Carle’s vibrant sun  collage. 

The artwork was technically challenging and needed great organisation 
and planning. It is made from 90 hand rolled slabs of high fired vitrified 
porcelain, all individually measured shaped and labelled. Sue had to make 
at least 1/3 more than needed to allow for breakages during drying and 
spent over a month creating it. 

The tiles all have bevelled edges and are 
raised 5mm off the wooden slats. (Did 
you know, fired porcelain and wood have 
the same thermal expansion rates?) As 
the sun moves throughout the day 
so does the light and the shadows 
cast by the porcelain. Its a subtle 
change that the subconscious eye 
notices so the piece looks slightly 
different everytime you see it. It 
also looks very dramatic at night.

You can see more of Sue’s work
 installed at Ryde Community Clinic.

SUE PARASKEVA graduated in 
1995 from Middlesex University 
and relocated to the Isle of Wight 
in 2000 for a three year residency. 
She has since established an 
accomplished practice that 
combines the production of 
tableware, one-off pieces and 
installation work.

Sue’s prestigious clientele include 
Kevin Costner, Calvin Klein and 
Tom Kerridge and her work is 
held in both private and public 
collections. Sue is represented 
by Contemporary Applied Arts, 
London.

                                   

Activities
Design your own ‘beacon’ 

artwork for Quay Arts or 
another public Island building.

Reasearch other ceramic artists who 
create installations or work using 

multiples of pieces eg. Valeria 
Nascimento and Paul Cummins.
Take part in a pottery course

 or taster session at 
Jubilee Stores.


